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Building Capacity for Reform of HIV Related Law and Policy in Jamaica, Project number 00080837and 00085489
United Nations Development Programme - Jamaica

. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The HIV and the Law Project was developed to assist in the acceleration of legal and policy reform that would
support the achievement of the UNGASS 2011 political declaration targets on HIV, the MDG goal 6 and the
Vision 2030 goals on health. The first major output of the project sought to identify legal and policy gaps that
facilitate discrimination against vulnerable populations and hindered access to treatment and prevention
services. A Plan of Action on legal reform was also developed to accompany the assessment; it prioritized the
main aspects of Jamaican laws and policies that needed to be changed and indicated the various stakeholders
that should take action on particular issues.

Interestingly the evidence in the legal assessment quite clearly supported the fact that there was a need to
integrate a right to health approach into the HIV programme activities being conducted by the National HIV
Programme especially at treatment sites. Issues around confidentiality breaches and discrimination experienced
by PLHIV's and persons classified as most at risk was as a result of the lack of respect for individual rights at
health sites. The Plan of Action highlighted that anti-discrimination legislation or HIV regulation was needed to
address the key issues related to stigma and discrimination both in health care settings but also in the economic
and social spheres of the Jamaican society.

The project also reviewed the existing structures for ensuring access to justice for PLHIV's and other vulnerable
groups by assessing the capacity of legal aid structures in CSO’s and government agencies. The
recommendations from that review will not only be used to inform the UNDP’s HIV programme but the overall
support to governance transformation currently underway through the JUST project. The main challenges in
providing legal aid for PLHIV’s are linked into the broader systemic issues on how legal aid is administered in
Jamaica.

The only major setback faced by the project was the communications consultancy not being fully completed.
Though the allotted time was partially a factor the consultant hired performed below the expected standard
and as such her contract had to be discontinued before completion. Even with this setback major strides have
been made in reaching key parliamentarians and creating momentum for the support of the legal reform. A
platform for advocacy was also initiated with the Justice for All Programme supported by UNAIDS developed by
PANCAP and being coordinated by The UN special envoy to the Caribbean the National HIV Programme and
UNDP. There will be opportunities created through the Justice for All platforms to reach Faith Based
Organizations who are generally in conflict with legal reform proposals, government officials and other groups.

Overall the project has achieved the main goals it had set out to achieve in support of building capacity for the
reform of HIV law and policies in Jamaica. It also has shown that there is a lot of work that must be done to
achieve the desired changes and that UNDP has a critical role to play is assisting in the achievement of legal
reform in the context of HIV.
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Building Capacity for Reform of HIV Related Law and Policy in Jamaica, Project number 00080837and 00085489
United Nations Development Programme - Jamaica

Il. FINANCIAL SUMMARY

RESOURCE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT 2012-2013
Remaining

UNDP Direct Total IP Funds (USS$)
TotalJ;;;:!get PBroﬁrar:{r’e:;l)e Payment/Reimb To:all:c(il\j:;;:es Expenditure Prog. Budget
Donor ( i ursements - uss minus Total
Expenditure
A B C D E F= B-(C+E)
UNDP
UBRAF -
(Global 75,000 70,000
Project)
UNAIDS 100,000 93,000
UBRAF
(Local
Project)
TOTALS: 175,000 163,000 139,272.04 NA NA 23,419.25

NB FOR PERIOD UNDER REVIEW NO IP WAS SELECTED
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Building Capacity for Reform of HIV Related Law and Policy in Jamaica, Project number 00080837and 00085489
United Nations Development Programme - Jamaica

IV. PARTNERSHIPS AND SUSTAINABILITY

Partnerships Impact on/Contribution to Project Activities

National HIV/STI Programme, | Key partner in guiding the process of the legal review and providing technical expertise
Ministry of Health on existing HIV data and programmes. The Enabling Environment portfolio of the
National HIV/ STI Programme will be incorporating the findings of the legal assessment
into their work plan and future initiatives

UNAIDS Jamaica Provision of technical expertise and guidance on management of HIV and the Law
project. UNAIDS is also the main funding partner through UBRAF for the project. UNAIDS
will also provide continued technical and financial support for the National HIV
programme and other stakeholders involved in various aspects of HIV related legal
reform highlighted by the Plan of Acticn

UNDP HIV & Governance Practice | Provision of technical assistance on advocacy and policy reform

leader NY

UNDP Regional Centre HIV Unit | Provision of technical and financial support in supporting legislative and policy reform
Head

SUSTAINABILITY

Throughout the project, the National HIV/STI Programme (NHP) of the Ministry of Health has remained a critical
partner providing technical support and guidance. For particular components of the project the NHP through its
Enabling Environment Portfolio took the lead in directing the delivery of specific results. The formulation of the
project drew heavily on the objectives outlined in the National HIV Strategic Plan for 2012-2016 where a key goal is
the removal of discriminatory legislation and policies that hinder access to treatment and opportunities for
prevention. Progress in this key area lies under the responsibility of the Enabling Environment portfolio of the NHP.

The NHP will be using the Plan of Action developed under the project as a platform to lobby for action on legal
reform. Various CSO’s and other government agencies have also been able to focus on aspects of legal reform in
line with their specific mandates in relation to HIV. The NHP will also be coordinating the development of a strategy
for advocacy involving multiple stakeholders which is to be complemented by UNDP’s communication strategy
which was also developed under the project.

Going forward for UNDP, the results of this project will form the foundation for further work in HIV, building on
issues of good governance and access to justice by vulnerable populations. The results of the review have
highlighted future programming areas requiring intervention by UNDP linked into national priorities in HIV and
AIDS. The major threat to the sustainability of initiatives in support of legal reform is being able to identify funding
for different aspects of legal reform highlighted by the Plan of Action to continue the work being undertaken by
UNDP.
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Building Capacity for Reform of HIV Related Law and Policy in Jamaica, Project number 00080837and 00085489
United Nations Development Programme - Jamaica

Annex | Combined Delivery Report
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Building Capacity for Reform of HIV Related Law and Policy in Jamaica, Project number 00080837and 00085489

United Nations Development Programme -

£ 114 ]

Jamaica

Project Management: Prepared by: __Rachel Morrison ﬂ'zﬁ,__éﬂate: 20/01/14

Accepted by: %ﬁ&é Z‘(%’lﬁ/& Date: 367{0/{5 7

Elsie Laurence Chounoune, Deputy Resident Representative

Approved by: /V(LWM— Date: O\ Jlfllf
%

Arun, Kashyap, Resident Representative
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