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- THE need to sustain peace igim-

. portant for the betterment and
advancement of any scciety, says
Prime Minister Rick Hou.

22 Bpeaking during the launching
+'of the launching of the new peace-
building programme, the Prime

Minister emphasized the need for
peace and stability amongst citi-
- zets and leaders of this country.
< “Without peace, development
- cannot take place. Without peace,
"' children cannot go to school.
‘Without peace we cannot realize
rpur full potentials, and without
. peace, our aspirations will remain
< dreams,” he said.
. 'The Prime Minister added that
- -thenexus of peace and develop-
- ment, therefore, cannot be exag-

gerated. )

“We need peace in order 40 have
optimal and sustainable develop-
ment. The inverse is equally true
in that we have to have develop-
ment in crder to have peace in
our commuhnities throughout the
country,” he said.

However, Prime Minister Hou
said development is not just about
achieving and sustaining a high
economic growth rate..

“It is not only about empioyment
opportunities, or strong per capita
incomes. It is also about engineer-
ing a development pathway that
will allow growth to take place
but, at the same time, for people in
our far-flung villages and commu-
nities to be empowered. It is about
creating the enabling environ-

ment; a development pathway
that empowers women and youth,
harness comparative advantages in
their localities. I is about remain-
ing engaged and having the feeling
of worth and a sense of making a
contribution to the welfare and
betterment of the country as a
whole,” hedaid.

The Prime Minister has also
appealed forunity amongst all our
people and all public officers.

“I appeal for everyone to work
together to make a peaceful ms,nswm._
for cur country. You are all the
leaders of this country: S e
times, it falls tipon a géneration -
to be great: We: mb.,cm auma mmumnm.
tion,” he safd /i a
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POLICKE in Gizo, Western
Province (WP) have re-
covered cash of $243,100
and some personal prop-
erties owned by Pacific
Crest Company at their
operation on Ranogga Is-
land on 27 February 2018.

Police have arrssted a
33-yvear-old man allegedly
invelved in stealing the
cash and personal proper-

" ties.

Provincial Folice Comn-
mander (PP, Western
Province, Chief Superin-
tendent Mathias Lenialu
says, “a man allegedly in-
volved in.the incident was
arrested by my Investiga-
tors and formally charged
with three counts of Sim-
ple Larceny and released
on bail to appear in the
Gizo Magistrate Court on
26 March 2018.”
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By ASSUMPTA BUCHANAN

SUPERVISING Police
Commissioner Juanita
Matanga says hunting
down accused persons

who are under warrant of
arrest in other countries

can be done Q@@mh&wm on,
.the case.. ’

- ‘Ms Matanga made there-

|- sponse when: asked if the
= Royal
| . Police TForce can use its

~Bolémon .. Islands
connections “thr¥ough the
INTERPOL to hunt down
accused persons who weng
overseas:and never return

o — .... to gm...ooﬁmnwu;o face their

By ASSUMPTA BUCHANAN

THE case of the former
government officer ac-
cused of obtaining more

than $800,000 of public:
funds through:-dizhonest

tender process c¢ontinues
to come before the court
for interim mentions.

This - is leading up 1o
the trial of Stephen Jude.
Oto’s that was fixed early”

last month for 30 April 2018
through to 6 June 2018.

The latest interim mien-
tion date was yesterday

and the next one will be on-

March 30.
040 is facing 11 counts of
official corruption.

He was the firat public of-
ficer to have been arrested

by Taskforce Janus, a pars-"

nership between the Minis-
try of Police and Ministry
of Finance, set up specifi-

~troller within $he Ministry

“her of the Ministry’s Hmw-...
der Board.

“was-appointed as a membet:
.of the Ministry of Police:
i National Security and Cor-:
- rectional Services Minigte-

tween 1 December 20156 and
18 August 2016, Jahman
Enterprise, a company Oto
allegedly set up and owned,
~answered calls for.tenders
and had been awarded husi-
ness contracts for service
. to-the Ministry of Police,
‘National Securityand Cor-
“Fectional Services on 11 dif-
ferent occasions.
- A number of these trans-
izactions have required Cer-
-tificate of Registration of
“Business name from the
Company Haus to be sub-
~Imitted together with the
‘tender.

.. Police alleged Oto, on a

~number of occasions, sup-
plied a falsified Certificate
of Registration of Business
name, removing his own

“name from this certificate
and replacing it with the
name Edward Laufooa, to
conceal his identity.

cally to target fraud within
the public service.

A% the time of hig arrest,
Oto was the Financial Con-

of Police and Correctional .
Services as well as.a mem-

Oto was charged mmnmn.
the Ministry of Finance
and Treasury lodged a com-
plaint with the Police.
..The “progecution alleged
that on 26 March 2015, Qto

rial Tender Board. & -

A reguirement- of - this
appointment’ was that he
familiarise. himself with
theprocesses set out in the
Solomon Islands Financial
Instructions.

It was alleged that be-

His business Jahman En-
terprise was alleged to have
subsequently invoiced the
Ministry of Police, Nation-
al Security and Correc-
tional Services, which had
made payments totalling
up to $817, 256.50 to Jahman
Hnterprises for these ser-
vices.

Police further alleged
that those payments were
also made into an account
which Oto is SE sole signa-
tory.

On a namber of oceca-
sions, Oto had certified
requisitions as the Ac-
countable Officer and on
occasions, had allegedly
certified that goods and
services had heen received.

Amos Ngaingeri of I, &
I, Lawyers ig representing
(Oto while Public Prosecu-
tor Florence Joel appears
for the Crown.

5 Wy Hiave . partnerships

with other law enforcement
agencies,” Ms Mabtanga
said.

She-also added they also
have cther mechanisms but
it depend very much on the
case.

“We also look at the cost
of it as well.

“Is it really cost effective
for us to do that?

“These are the things we
have to consider.

"But we will work closely
with court to ensure we
support the court’s work.”

She algso added that the
warrant of arrest issued

- will remain to be, effective

until the accused person re-
turns to the country.

“That 1s when we will deal
with the warrant of issue,”
Ms Matanga said.

Ms Matanga’s comments
came following the disap-
pearance of an Asian, Ting
Kwong Hing, almost a year
after he was given leave

to travel to Australia on m.

July last year.

“T want to thank the
peonle who helped the po-
lice in their investigation
which led to the success-
ful recovery of the large
amount of meney and the
valuable properties,” says
PPC Lenialu.

Chief Buperintendent
Lenialu adds, “The suc-
cessful recovery of the al-
leged atolen money and
properties was as a result
of collaboration between
the police and the commiu-
nity to deal with crime.”

He says, “T appeal for
such  partnership from
members of the communi-
ties in Western Province
with the police to deal
with crime to make sure
our homes and business
houses are safe.”
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He was supposed %o re-
turn to the country on 15
July last year but then nev-
er did so.

This resulted in a war-
rant of arrest being issaed
for him.

A copy of the warrant of
arrest was given to the Im-
migration Department in
the hope that they would
execute it when Hing ar-
rived from abroad.

Michael Pitakaka of Mi-
chael Pitakaka Law Cham-
ber, who used to represent
Hing, had already withdrew
his legal representation.

This was because Hing
Ieft without paying his le-
gal bills and without giving
any instructions to his law-
yer to continue HmuHmmmnd
him.

Hing was accused of il-
legally setting up a casino,
Cyber King at the Cross-
road, Henderson but he was
ordered to closs its doors on
27 April 2016, just days after
its opening.

This followed a stop no-
tice served to them by the
Members of the CGaming
and Lottery Board for al-
legedly operating unlaw-
fully without commercial
gaming permit issued by
the Gaming and Lotieries
Board.

Hing’s matter will be
brought back to the court
again on March 28, for the
last review of his Smﬁ.mbu
of arrest.

Principal Hﬁmﬁmnﬂmﬁm
Fatima Taeburi was of the
view that if nothing hap-
pened by then, the matbter
ghould be ﬁdw%wﬂu .
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