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Prime Minister RICK HOUENIPWE-
LA delivered this speech vesterday
at the launch of a new peacebuild-
ing programme supported by the
UN Peacebuilding Fund:

I AM honored to have
been invited to address
yvou and to officially
launch this new peace-
building programme
supported by the UN
Peacebuilding Fund.
Sustaining peace and
stability is the priority of
my government hence the
Government of Solomon
Islands welcomes the sup-
port of the United Nations.
Through this pro-
gramme and other govern-

ment programmes, we will

work towards achieving
lasting peace and stability
in our country.

I am very encouraged by
the strong partnership the
Solomon Islands has with
the UN family of agencies,
more especially the UNDP
and the UN Women.

To that end T would like
t0 take this opportunity
to thank the UN peace-
building team in Solomon
Islands who have worked
very hard to provide sup-
port under the first peace-
building programme for
the lagt 18 months.

The team has been work-
ing closely with relevant
ministries including
the Office of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet,
the Ministry of National
Unity, Peace and Recon-
ciliation, and the Ministry
of Women, Youth, Children
and Family Affairs. .

~ The cooperation that
exists between these agen-
cies is an affirmation of
that commitment.

Be assured the Govern-
ment will on its part work
towards cementing this
partnership.

Role UNPBF

* The UN peacebuiiding
programme is important
for two reasons. Firstly,
RAMEI left Solomon
Islands last year and we
need to sustain many
gains and achisvements in
the country, deepening of
the peacebuilding through
accelerating development
and reform.

Secondly, we are prepar-
ing for the election next
yvear and it is impertant
to ensure the integrity of
the process and a peacefnul
eiection outcome.

But egually important
the UN peacebuilding
programme is looking ab
peace in the broader sense.

The program is about
accelerating developments,
inclusive participation,
and nation building.

In addition, the current
UN programme design
should allow for open
dialogues on key develop-
ment issues connecting to
peace and stability in the
country

This is also my Govern-
ment’'s commitment, but
all of us have to work hard-
er to deliver development-
and peace in our communi~
ties. Development of the
Solomon Islands as a whole
ig essential to building
long lasting peace in our
communities.

We surely cannot have
peace at i1 aational level
if som: o o communi-

ties are ivit behind.
MNobody should be left
hehind.
This is our international
“commitment and it is our

governments comunis-
ment.

Infactitis SDGE 16
(peace, justice and strong
institutions) which we will
continue to work towards
achieving.

Let me take this op-
portunity to commend the
role of UN Psacebuilding
Fund, and Peacebuilding
Commission (PBC) which
are firm supporters of our
efforts to building peace
giohally.

Iam particularly grate-
ful to the Secretary Gener-
al of the UN and Chairman
of PBC for this gesture of
goodwill to bring peace in
our country.

Government Policies to
Bustaining Peace

Liadies and gentlemen,
allow me to speak briefly
about sustaining peace and
what it means in practice
from the Solomon Islands
Democratic Coalition for
Change Government stand
point.

The new Government’s
efforts to sustaining peace
are on four broad catego-
ries. o

First, we know that the
Government ought to have
an explicit and deliberate
peace building policy for
all our citizens irrespec-
tive of where they reside,
and whether or not they
are affected by conflict.

Cur development agenda
is in terms of public in-
vestments in the produc-
tive sector, initiatives to
improve the guality of
governance, and taking
initiatives {0 hasten devel-
opment in the rural areas.
These are all geared to in-
duce sustainable economic
growth.

Development is at the
heart of attaining last-
ing peace and it is for that
reason that our develop-
ment policies must be
geared howards benefiting
everybody.

Second, the Government
is of the firm belief that
peace building initiatives
must be continuous and
well grounded in Govera-
ment existing capacities
for peace development.

To this end let me state
unequivocally that my
Government endorses the
communigue from the na-
tional dialogue last year.

We also support the reso-

.. lutions from the provincial

dialogue, Women Summit
and Youth forums.

This is in addition to the
TRC recommendations. We
are adopting key resolu-
tions from the communi-
gue in the SIDCCG policy
programme, especially in
the interest of accelerat-
ing incinsive development
and maintaining stability.

The development of the
peacebuilding strategy
will be critical for pur-
poses of implementing our
peace building initiatives.

As well, the implementa-
tion of the TRLC report, the
finding from public consul-
tations and the cutcome
of national and provincial
dialognes last year will all
contribute to the develop-
ment of the peacebuilding
strategy in the future and
peacebuilding programme
in the pressent.

It is important to rec-

ognize however that we do
not have the capacity to
implement essential peace
building initiatives.

Besides, we do not
have the resources or
experience to develop and
implement such programs
curselves.

It is precisely for that
reason that the partner-
ship the Solomon Islands
Government hag estab-
lished with the UN Peace
Building Fund and Peace
Building Commission is so
vital.

Through this partner-
ship Solomon Islands may
have access to assistance
from our development
partners.

Third, the SIDCCG
wants the peace building
agenda to be an endog-
&NOUS Process.

This requires strong and
in¢lusive national owner-
ship and leadership.

The commitment of our
Government can best be
exempiified by the leadexr-
ship of the Ministry of
National National Unity
Peace and Reconciliation,
and the Office of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet in
spearheading the imple-
mentation of the peace-
building initiative.

Needless to say, Solo-
mon Islands isone of a
few countries that has a
ministry dedicated for
peacebuilding and recon-
ciliation.

The launching of the
UN peacebuilding support

programme today will con- |

tribute to the work on our
peace building initiatives.

This programime should
not be a stand-alone like
many other programmes
in the country.

It is important to have
strong coordination on
peacebmilding work and
malke this a colisctive ef-
fors, ‘

Fourthily, SIDCCG is
cognizant of the fact that

peace policy is a multi-

sectoral, all-encompassing
policy deserving attention
at the highest levels of
national government.

In this respect I am sure
I will be speaking for all
of us to say that “We will
never allow our country to
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slide back tio our darkest
days of ethnic conflict we
have experienced he-
tweenl998-2003.”

But we all need to con-
tinue working to maintain
this.

The Ministry of Peace,
Ministry of Women and
Youth, and Prime Min-
ister's Office, will help
guide our coordination
work in this endeavor and
gveryone’s participating in
maintaining peace.

© As well, these agencies
are busy assisting and
preparing for a peaceful
election next year.

My message on “Sustain-
ing Peace and Stability”

Ladies and gentlemen,
let me now turn to the
theme for this peacebuild-
ing program, “Sustaining
Peace and Stability”.

The relevance of this -
theme cannot be over-stat-
ed. In any society the need
to sustain peace iz impor-
tant for its betterment and
advancement.

Without peace, davelop-
ment cannot take piace.

Without peace, children
cannoct go to school.

Without peace we cannot
realize our full potentials,
and without peace, our
aspirations will remain
dreams.

The nexus of peace and
development, therefore,
cannot be exaggerated.

We need psace in order to
have optimal and sustain-
able development.

The inverse is equally
true in that we have 1o
have development in order
to have peace in our com-
munities throughout the
couniry.

But development is not
just about achieving and
sustaining a high econom-
ic growth rate.

It is not only akbout em-
pleyment opportunities, or
strong per capita incomes.

It is also about engineer-
ing a development path~
way that will allow growth
t0 take place but, at the
same time, for peopie in
cur far-flung villagen and
commmnunities to ' be empow-
ered. ;

It is about creating the
enabling environment;

a development pathway
that empowers women and
youth, harness compara-
tive advantages in their
localities.

It is about remaining
engaged and having the
feeling of worthand a
sense of making a contri-
bution to the welfare and
bettermenst of the country
as whole.

On integrity or anti-cor-
ruptien’

The SIDCCG is fully

- committed to improving

the level of accountability
and transparency on many
fronts.”

We are committed to
fighting the cancer of cor-
ruption.

SBo after their final revi-
sions the Anti-Corruption
Bill and the Whistle
Blower Bill will be reintro-
duced into Parliament for
enactment soon.

And in terms of the
National Anti-Corruption
strategy, I welcome the UN
peacebuilding programme -
which is also looking at
anti-corruption issues by
supporting public educa-
tion and civic awareness.

On Land and Natural
Resource management

Solomon Islands is a nat-
ural resource rich-country,

. but after many years,

natural resource manage-
ment is still a challenge.

I think among the many
causes for this problem is
that resources owners have
become spectators.

There is no sense of a dif-
ference between living on
handouts and stayingona
sustainablie development
pathway.

We must therefore find
ways {0 ensure community,
and resources Owners are
directly involved in the
development process.

Land owners and com-
munities must not beé
spectators or remain by-
standers.

They must hecome
active participants to sup-
port and facilitate develop-
ment.

Liocal government for
local development

Ladies and gentlemen,

T am informed that one of
the issues highlighted dur-

ing the national dialogue
was financing for local
development.

I acknowledge that is-
sues surrounding financ-
ing for local development
and small enterprises still
need serious attention.

But it is true that rural
development is slow most-
Iy due to inefficiencies in
the delivery mechanisms,
for example the Provincial
Government system.

S0 in our search for bet-
ter and workable mecha-
nisms we now have the
Constituency Office as a
channel to ensure rural
development is realized.

TRC and Reparation
work

We will continue to work
on addressing issues from
the past.

However, with a focus
on the fature, I would like
to ask the Ministry of
National Unity, Reconcili-
ation and Peace to take a
lead on finalizing the
reparation framework, and
create a basis for the estab-
lishment of the National
Reparation Commission to
Iook at these issues more
comprehensively. .

We will also need to
foeuns on collective repara~
tions and reconciliations
promoted through comma-
nities own initiatives.

The government cannot
afford and does not have
the resources for support-
ing financial compensa-
tion.

But we will use every
resource available for de-
velopment, to rebuild com-
munities and the country
as a whole. )

Women and Youth

I am informed that
Solomon Islands is the
first country in the Pacific
to adopt a Women Peace
Security strategy in our
national action plan.

But we still need to
strengthen women's par-
ticipation at all level’s of
decisiop-making, includ-
ing in the National Parlia-
ment.

Let us encourage politi-
cal parties to include and
promote women candi-
dates in the upcoming .
national general elections.;

The Ministry of Women- -
and Youth will also launch
the national youth policy
this year.

We need to bring our
youth into our develop-
ment discussions and par-
ticipation. Let’s all work
together on this.

Conclusion

Ladies and Gentlemen,
in conclusion, as all of
you are aware, security
and the general environ-
ment has remained largely
stable and governance has
improved. This does not
excuse us from working
harder. In fact we must
all work together in order
t0 maintain our peaceful
coexistence. Al of us must
be instraments of peace.

I appeal for unity
amongst all our people
and all public officers. I ap-
peal for everyone to work
together o make a peace-
ful future for our country.
You are all the leaders of
this country. Sometimes,
it falls upon a generation
to be great. We can be that
generation.

Ladies and Gentlemen
with that I now have the
pleasure and honour to for-
mally launch the new UN
peacebuilding in Solomon
Islands.
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Prime Minister RICK HOUENIPWE-
LA delivered this speech yesterday
at the launch of a new peacebuild-
ing programme supported by the
UN Peacebuilding Fund:

I AM honored to have
beexn invited to address
you and to officially
launch this new peace-
building programme
supported by the UN
Peacebuilding Fund.
Sustaining peace and
stability is the priority of
my government hence the
Government of Solomon
Islands welcomes the sup-
port of the United Nations.
Through this pro-
gramme and other govern-

ment programmes, we will

work towards achieving
lasting peace and stability
in our country.

I am very encouraged by
the strong partnership the
Solomon Islands has with
the UN family of agencies,
more especially the UNDP
and the UN Women.

To that end I would like
to take this opportunity
to thank the UN peace-
building team in Solomon
Islands who have worked
very hard to provide sup-
port under the first peace-
building programme for
the last 18 months.

The team has been work-
ing closely with relevant
ministries including
the Office of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet,
the Ministry of National
Unity, Peace and Recon-
ciliation, and the Ministry
of Women, Youth, Children
and Family Affairs. .

The cooperation that
exists between these agen-
¢ies is an affirmation of
that commitment.

Be assured the Govern-
ment will on its part work
towards cementing this
partnership.

Rele UNPBF

© The UN peacebuiiding
programmes is important
for two reasons. Firstly,
RAMBSI left Solomon
Islands last year and we
heed to sustain many
gaing and achievements in
the country, deepening of
the peacebuilding through
accelerating development
and reform. :
Secondly, we are prepar-
ing for the election next
vear and it is important
to ensure the integrity of
the process and a peaceful
einction outcome.

But egually important
the UN peacebuilding
programme is looking at
peace in the broader sense.

The program is about
accelerating development,
inclusive participation,
and nation building.

In addition, the current
1IN programme design
should allow for open
dialogues on key develop-
ment issues connecting to
peace and stability in the
country.

This is also my Govern-
ment’s commitment, hut
all of us have to work hard-
er to deliver development-
and peace in our communi-
ties. Development of the
Solomon Islands as a whole
is essential to building
long lasting peace in our
communities,

We surely cannot have
peace at i national level
if som - - L aommmti-
ties ave iuie behind.

Nohody should be left
hehind,
This is our international
“eommitment and it is our

governments commib-
ment.

Infactitis SDG 16
(peace, justice and strong
institutions) which we will
continue to work towards
achieving.

Let me take this op-
portunity to commend the
role of UN Psacebuilding
Fund, and Peacebuilding
Commission (PBC) which
are firm supporters of our
efforts to building peace
giohally.

Iam particularly grate-
ful to the Secretary Gener-
al of the UN and Chairman
of PBC for this gesture of
goodwill to bring peace in
our country.

Government Policies to
Bustaining Peace

Ladies and gentlemen,
allow me to speak briefly
abous$ sustaining peace and
what it means in practice
from the Solomon Islands
Democratic Coalition for
Change Government stand
point.

The new Government’s
efforts to sustaining peace
are on four broad catego-
ries. )

First, we know that the
Government ought to have
an explicit and deliberate
peace building policy for
all our ¢itizens irrespec-
tive of where they resids,
and whether or not they
are affected by conflict.

Our development agenda
is in terms of public in-
vestments in the produc-
tive sector, initiatives to
improve the guality of
governance, and taking
initiatives to hasten devel-
opment in the rural areas.
These are all geared to in-
duce sustainable economic
growth.

Development is at the
heart of attaining last-
ing peace and it is for that
reason that our develop-
ment policies must be
geared towards benefiting
everybody.

Second, the Government
is of the firm helief that
peace building initiatives
must be continuouns and
well grounded in Govern-
ment existing capacities
for peace development.

Tc this end let me state
uneguivocally that my
Government endorses the
communigue from the na-
tional dialogue last year.

We also support the reso-

" lutions from thé provincial

dialogue, Women Summit
and Youth forums.

This iz in addision to the
TRC recommendations. We
are adopting key resolu-
tions from the communi-
gue in the SIDCCG policy
programme, especially in
the interest of accelerat-
ing inclusive development
and maintaining stability

The development of the
peacebiilding strategy
wiil he ¢ritical for pur-
poses of implementing our
peace building initiatives.

As well, the implementa-
tion of the TRLC report, the
finding from public consul-
tations and the cntcome
of national and provincial
dialognes last year will all
contribute to the develop-
ment of the peacebuilding
gtrategy in the future and
peacebuilding programme
in the pressnt.

It is important to rec-
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ognize however that we do
not have the capacity to
implement essential peace
building initiatives.

Besides, we do not
have the resources or
experience to develop and
implement such programs
ourselves.

It is precisely for that
reason that the partner-
ship the Solomon Islands
Government has estab-
lished with the UN Peace
Building Fund and Peace
Building Commission is so
vital.

Through this partner-
ship Solomon Islands may
have access to assistance
from our development
partners.

Third, the S3IDCCG
wantis the peace building
agenda to be an endog-
enous process.

This requires strong and
in¢lusive national owner-
ghip and leadership.

The commitment of our
Government can best be
exemplified by the leadexr-
ship of the Ministry of
National National Unity
Peace and Reconciliation,
and the Office of the Prime
Minister and Cabinet in
spearheading the imple-
mentation of the peace-
building initiative.

Needless to say, Solo-
mon Islandsisone of a
few countries that has a
ministry dedicated for
peacebuilding and recon-
ciliation.

The launching of the
UN peacebuilding support

programme today will con- |

tribute to the work on our
peace building initiatives.

This programme should
not be a stand-alone like
many other programmes
in the country.

It is important to have
strong coordination on
peaceimilding work and
malke this a coliective ef-
fors, . i

Fourthly, SIDCCG is
cognizant of the fact that
peace policy is a multi-
sectoral, all-encompassing
policy deserving attention
at the highest levels of
national government.

In this respect I am sure
I will be speaking for all
of us to say that “We will
never allow our country to

slide back tio our darkest
days of ethnic conflict we
have experienced be-
tweenld98-2003.”

But wo all need to con-
tinue working to maintain
this.

The Ministry of Peace,
Ministry of Women and
Youth, and Prime Min-
ister's Office, will help
guide our coordination
work in this endeavor and
everyone’s participating in
maintaining peace.

- Agwell, these agencies
are busy assisting and
preparing for a peaceful
election next year.

My message on “Sustain-
ing Peace and Stability”

Ladies and gentlemen,
let me now turn to the
theme for this peacebuild-
ing program, “Sustaining
Peace and Stability”.

The relevance of this -
theme cannot be over-stat-
ed. In any society the need
to sustain peace is impor-
tant for its petterment and
advancement.

Without peace, develop-
ment cannot take place.

Without peace, children
cannct go to school.

Without peace we cannot
realize our full potentials,
angd without peace, our
aspirations will remain
dreams.

The nexus of peace and
development, therefore,
cannot be exaggerated.

We need peace in order to
have optimal and sustain-
able development.

The inverse is equally
true in that we have 1o
have development in order
t0o have peace in our com-
munities throughout the
couniry

But development is not
just about achieving and
sustaining a high econom-
ic growth rate.

It is not only about em-
ployment opportunities, or
strong per capita incomes.

It is also about engineer-
ing a development path~
way that will allow growth
t0 take place but, at the
same time, for people in
cur far-flung villagen and
commmunities to ' be empow-
ered.

It is about creating the
enabling environment;

a development pathway
that empowers women and
youth, harhess compara- -
tive advantages in their
localities.

It is about remaining
engaged and having the
feeling of worth and a
sense of making a contri-
bution to the welfare and
betterment of the country
as whole.

On integrity or anti-cor-
ruption

The SIDCCG is fully

- committed to improving

the level of accountability
and transparency on many
fronts.”

We are committed to
fighting the cancer of cor-
ruption.

Bo afver their final revi-
sions the Anti-Corruption
Bill and the Whistle
Blower Bill will be reintro-
duced into Parliament for
enactment soon.

And in terms of the
National Anti-Corruption
strategy, I welcome the UN
peacebuilding programme
which is also looking at
anti-corruption issues by
supporting public educa-
tion and civic awareness.

On Land and Natural
Resource management

Solomon Islands is a nat-
ural resource rich-country,

. but after many years,

natural resource manage-
ment is still a challenge.

I think among the many
causes for this problem is
that resources owners have
become spectators.

There is no sense of a dif-
ference between living on
handouts and staying ona
sustainable development
pathway.

“We must therefore find
ways {0 ensure community,
and resources owners are
directly involved in the
development process.

Land owners and com-
munities must not bé
spectators or remain by-
standers.

They must become
active participants to sup-
port and facilitate develop-
ment.

Liocal government for
local developiment

Ladies and gentlemen,

T am informed that one of
the issues highlighted dur-

ing the national dialogue
was financing for local
development.

I acknowledge that is-
sues surrounding financ-
ing for local development
and small enterprises still
need serious attention.

But it is true that rural
development is slow most-
Iy due to inefficiencies in
the delivery mechanisms,
for example the Provincial
Government system.

S0 in our search for bet-
ter and workable mecha-
nisms we now have the
Conatituency Office as a
channel to ensure rural
development is realized.

TRC and Reparation
work

We will continue o work
on addressing issues {from
the past.

However, with a focus
on the fature, I would like
to ask the Ministry of
National Unity, Reconcili-
ation and Peace to take a
lead on finalizing the
reparation framework, and
create a basis for the estab-
lishment of the National
Reparation Commission to
Iook at these issues more
comprehensively. .

We will also need to
focus on collective repara-
tions and reconciliations
promoted through commu-
nities own initiatives.

The government cannot -
afford and does not have
the resources for support-
ing financial compensa-
tion.

But we will use every
resource available for de-
velopment, to rebuild com-
munities and the country
as a whole. ’

Women and Youth

I am informed that
Solomon Islands is the
first country in the Pacific
to adopt a Women Peace
Security strategy in our
national action plan.

But we s%ill need to
strengthen women’s par-
ficipation at all level’s of
decision-making, includ-
ing in the National Parlia-
ment.

Let us encourage politi-
cal parties $o include and
promote women candi-
dates in the upcoming .
national general elections..

The Ministry of Women- -
and Youth will also launch
the national youth policy
this year. .

We need to bring our
youth into our develop-
ment discussions and par-
ticipation. Let’s all work
together on this.

Conclusion

Ladies and Gentlemen,
in conclusion, as all of
¥ou are aware, security
and the general environ-
ment has remained largely
stable and governance has
improved. This does not
excuse us from working
harder. In fact we must
all work together in order
to maintain our peaceful
coexistence. Al of us must
be instraments of peace.

I appeal for unity
amongst all our people
and all public officers. I ap-
peal for everyone o work
together 0 make a peace-
fal future for our country.
You are all the leaders of
this country. Sometimes,
it falls upon a generation
$0 be great. We can be that
generation. .

Liadies and Gentlemen
with that I now have the
pleasure angd honour to for-
mally launch the new UN
peacebuilding in Solomon
Islands.
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