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By CROFTON UTUKANA

TRAFFIC in Honiara
was in total chaos after
the heavy rain expe-
rienced vesterday has
caused mass flooding to
parts of the city Toads.

The heavy rain started
pariy morning vesterday
and stopped Jjust after
10 am has prompted all
vehicles to rush to their
working places.

Honiara residents

heading to and from Bast
Honiara yesterday suc-
cessfully made their way
but late in the afternoon
the Burns Creek road was
suddenty ficoded and cov-
ered the entire road.

Only big and high ve-
hicles managed to drive
through the road leaving
all low vehicles to remain
at both sides of the flood-
ad Burns Creek road.

Most of the people
have to walk through the

Peopie using boat tomove around along the road going up to

- the Palm Drive school.

flooded Toad and catch
available vehicles atb both
ends.

It's the second time

. for public commuters o

experience such ‘disaster:
following the last year's’
similar flcodineg.
Meanwhile, most of

the people who witnessed

the massive flood were

speechless after they

could not make their way

across the flooded Burns

Creek road.

PRIME Minister Rick
Hou has hailed the Unit-
ad Nation’s (UN) peace-
puilding programme in
the country.

In his ‘speech to of-
ficially launch the new
peace-building pro-
gramine gupported by the
TN Peacebuilding Tand,
Prime Minister Hou said
the UN peace-building pro-
gramme 18 important for a

- lot of reasons.

Firgtly, the Prime Min-
jster said, RAMBSI left
golomon Islands last year
and there is a need to sus-
tain the many gains and
achievements in the coun-
try, as well as deepening of
the peacebuilding efforts
through accelerating de-
velopment and reform.

Secondly, the Prime Min-
ister added, as the country
prepares for the National
General Xlections next
year, it is important to en-
sure the integrity of the

process and for a clean and
peacefnl election outcome.

But equally important,
the Prime Minister said
. fhe UN peace-building pro-
gramime is also aboub &C-

celerating development,
inclusive participation,
and nation building. -

He said the current UN
programme degign should
allow for open dialogues
on key development issues
conmecting Lo peace and
stability in the counbry.

“hig is alzo my Govern-
ment’s commitment, but
all of us have to work hard-
er to deliver developrnent
and peace in our communi-
ties,” he said.

Prime Minister Hou said
development of the Soclo-
mon Islands as a whole is
essential to building long
lasting peace in our COI-
munities.

“We surely cannot have
peace at the national level
if some of our communi-

ties are left behind. No-
hody should be left behind.
This is our international
commitment and it ig our

government’s commit-
ment,” he said. -
Meanwhile, the Prime

Minigter aiso commended .
the role of the UN Peace-
vuilding Fund; and Peace-
building Commiission
(PBC) which are firm sup-
porters of our efforts to
huilding peace globally.

] gm very encouraged by
the strong partnership the
Solomon Islands has with
the UN family of agencies,
more especially the UNDP
and the UN Women.

«Tg that end I would like
to take this opportunity
to thank the UN peace-
puilding team in Solomon
Islands who have worked
very hard to provide sup-
port under the first peace-
building programme,” he
said.
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