U;OORDINATION & BRIEFING MEETING
PRIME MINISTER & UNDP APRP

NOTE TO FILE
27 January 2017
Time and Locations : 103:00-11:30 am, PMO Honiara
Type of meeting : Coordination and updates
Attendees : Hon PM Manasseh Damukana Sogavare

Mose Saitala (Chief Technical Advisor to PM)

Derek Gwali Futaiasi (Deputy Secretary to Prime Minister)

Azusa Kubota {Country Manager UNDP)

Agus Wandi (Social Cohesion Specialist and Project Manager UN PBF)
Alice Fakarii {Deputy Project Manager UN PBF)

Key Points discussed:

1.

The Prime Minister reiterated the SIG commitment to accelerate the approval legal
framework/bill on anti-corruption through the parliament as soon as possible. It is a high priority
of the government and the PM will work closely with MPs to push the bill this year.

UNDP reiterated support to the anti-corruption agenda with an expert from Fiji coming to provide
support. It is important to show results and tangible evidence. We are developing a full-fledged
programme on anti-corruption with UNODC. UN is also seeking feedback from the international
community.

Election preparation iIs another priority as we need to increase capacity to prepare the process
properly. With the potential approval for the dual citizenship status, it means we might have extra
50,000 thousand voters taking part in the election process. Dual citizenship also means
opportunity. Voter educations should be the focus to ensure public understanding on the political
issues and process.

On TSM, the government is committed, especially through the political party integrity act. SIG is
working to increase women political leadership and participation. However, for MPs, including
the only female MP, in the parliament have not expressed strong support to TSM.

SIG is looking to produce a bill that will amalgamate the Electoral Commission and the Political
Parties Integrity Commission.

There is a plan to have a white paper produced highlighting key recommendations to address the
political reform agenda, including on increasing on TSM and anti-corruption work,

UNDP is stated there is a need to ensure women are proportionately represented in leadership
and political processes, including at the provincial level. Parliament and political institutions need
to reflect the demographic composition where women are significantly present in communities
but politically absent in the leadership level.

On Peace Building, UNDP is thanking the full support from the SIG for the dialogues conducted
last year in Guadalcanal and Malaita and the National Women’s Summit. On dialogues, this year
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